
THE ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN 
SCHOOLS PROGRAMME: 

assisting young 
learners to develop an 

entrepreneurial mindset

For more information 
please visit our website at www.seda.org.za or

 
call 0860 103 703

For National Information Centre 
and your nearest Seda branch contact details.

• Motivational Talks

The aim of the motivational talks is to encourage learners to consider entrepreneurship 
as a career after completing grade 12 as some of the learners will not enter the 
labour market or go to an institution of higher learning.  Successful entrepreneurs are 
invited to share success stories and encourage learners to take entrepreneurship as an 
alternative to job seeking.  

The roles of the motivational speakers are the following:

• To  encourage  learners  to  think  entrepreneurially;  and
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INTRODUCTION

The Small Enterprise Development Agency (Seda), an agency of the Department of 
Small Business Development aims to support the growth of small enterprise in South 
Africa, to help create a better regulatory environment, and to promote a culture of 
entrepreneurship.

Self-employment amongst the youth receives high-priority support by the national 
government and in this regard Seda initiated a programme to focus on introducing 
entrepreneurship in schools with the aim of ensuring that, while still at school, learners 
are equipped with entrepreneurial skills needed to create and grow businesses. 

To ensure that small businesses become an integral part of the overall economic growth 

through its national network. Support and development includes the provision of 
business information, advice, coaching and training. 

Through the programme learners are guided to develop the attitudes and entrepreneurial 
mindset needed for success in entrepreneurship. As the programme is introduced from 
an early age, by the time learners leave high school they will know what it takes to 
start and run a business.

PROGRAMME FOCUS
  
The Entrepreneurship in Schools programme focuses on grade 8 to 12 educators and 
learners. The program is aligned with the Curriculum Assessment Policy Statement 
(CAPS) and supported by the Department of Education. 

OBJECTIVES

   instead of job seekers once they leave the schooling system;

• To equip learners with entrepreneurial knowledge and skills needed to start and 
   manage their businesses;

• To improve entrepreneurial activity amongst the learners and educators;

• To contribute to the development of a generation of people who are creative, 
   and innovative and willing to take risks;
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• To expose learners to role models that will enhance the development of self-

   of control. 

ELEMENTS OF THE PROGRAMME

• Capacitation of the educators

The program provides the training and support to the educators in the form of an initial 
training session. The training of educators focus on entrepreneurship education and 
CAPS alignment; how to facilitate entrepreneurship in the classroom (methodology); 
integration of entrepreneurship education into other learning areas; how to assist 
learners to apply their entrepreneurship skills in a real life context through projects 
research and business ideas competitions.

• Distribution of Learning Material

All the participating  schools  receive  learning  material  which  provides the educator 
with the content, logistics and methodology to manage the lesson successfully. The 
learning material contains the resources and lesson plans for entrepreneurship, 
thereby ensuring that the educator has all the elements required to teach the subject. 

• Business Idea Generation Competition

To make the programme more exciting, the Business Idea Generation Competition 
is incorporated in the program which stimulates business ideas and focuses on job 
creation and community upliftment. The competition allows learners to generate
their own special and practical business ideas which could be implemented in their
communities or elsewhere.  

The objective of the competition is to assist learners to develop creative thinking skills, 
equipping them with the tools to make informed business choices. Learners are all-
owed           to work as teams, identify the challenge faced by their community and con-
vert the               challenge into business idea. They conduct research on their idea and come 
up with             a report. The competition encourages the learners to develop skills of turning 
an idea             into a viable business. All the learners from the participating schools are 
invited to                 partake in the competition. 

Prizes are given to the top 3 entries based on the appropriate business idea, thorough 
research on the idea, understanding of business ideas selection process, viability of the 
idea, job creation potential of the idea and community upliftment.  


